                                                Take your English up a notch
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Well, it`s all running way too fast. I barely remember the beginning of the school year and yet it`s almost over. Good news, of course! Students as well as teachers definitely need a break to regain their mental and physical power. 
We mostly see the summer holidays as time without school and homework. That`s OK. The thing is, nobody said it must be time without learning. This time, however,  you must be your own motivator/teacher. You know the best what your weaknesses are. Is it listening? Speaking? Writing? Or maybe reading? Whatever it is, it can be improved. Just forget textbooks and for a moment learn English the way YOU like and YOU need.
If you want to ask that annoying “why” question, I`ll just stress the fact that it`s YOU who is responsible for your knowledge and skills.  Your teacher can explain, practise and explain again. But your teacher can`t do magic. Remember that.

So I have a few tips for you how to get better at English. 
[image: image2.jpg]


Let`s improve your listening and speaking skills.
The BBC (British Broadcasting Corporation) is one way. ENGLISH WE SPEAK podcast series focuses on everyday phrases and slang. What you will hear is the kind of English spoken by real people.
The podcasts are published weekly, and each one has a duration of 3-4 minutes.  Examples of common English expressions explored in the series are: “use your loaf”, “skeletons in the closet” and “take the mickey”.
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The English is spoken at a slightly slower speed than normal.  Every syllable is pronounced clearly.  The typical format involves two presenters having a conversation with each other.  Sound effects are frequently used to give the impression that the teachers are in different locations.
Then, there are audio books to help. You may “listen to the book“ while you`re reading it. This will help you match words with their correct pronunciation. The great thing is you can read and listen to the same page several times until you feel it`s enough.
Is writing what causes troubles?/Or you like it?
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Whether you would match yourself with the first question or the second one, I have some tips for you.
Firstly, there is  British Council website called Learn English → section Skills →writing .

Take their free online English test  (click on the link) to find out which level to choose. Select your level, from beginner level (A1) to advanced level (C1), and improve your writing skills at your own speed. There are different types of model texts, with writing tips and interactive exercises that practise the writing skills you need to do well in your studies.
Secondly, an artistic kind of writing is also an option. This link http://writingexercises.co.uk/firstlinegenerator.php will take you to a website where you can choose a way to start your writing. Will it be random first line? Random dialogue? Character generator? Plot generator?  Well, it`s all up to you. 
How do you feel about speaking?
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As I`ve mentioned before, listening to podcasts and audio books will also improve your speaking skills. 

Except this, there`s a method of self-talk. I really like it. You simply talk to yourself or an imaginary friend. Few people might think it`s embarrassing. However, who cares? Speak aloud and don`t worry about mistakes. We must make thousands mistakes before we get better. What to talk about? Whatever! Tell yourself what the weather is like, what plans you have for the day, describe everything what`s happening around you. And you will see how much you already know, or still don`t know.
               HAVE A GREAT SUMMER WITH ENGLISH!
.
� To work harder/to try harder to achieve your goals.





